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Bachelors of Arts Degree from Jersey City 
State College and a Masters Degree from 
Monmouth University. He has also continued 
to do graduate work at both Seton Hall Univer-
sity and Rider College. 

Mr. Ferraina has had a long and brilliant ca-
reer in education where it began as a Spanish 
teacher in the Long Branch Junior High 
School in 1973. By 1978, he became Assist-
ant Principle only to be become Principle of 
the Middle School four years later. In 1992 Mr. 
Ferraina was chosen as Assistant Super-
intendent and Superintendent of Schools in 
1994. In 2000, he was given the honor of New 
Jersey Superintendent of the Year for his nu-
merous innovative programs and practices. 

Mr. Ferraina is an active member in the 
Long Branch Rotary Club where he has 
served as president. He is on the Monmouth 
Medical Center Board of Trustees and the 
Ronald McDonald House Board of Directors. 
In addition, Mr. Ferraina is member of The 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council, the first aid 
squad, the Board of Directors of the Greater 
Long Branch Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Long Branch Free Public Library Board of 
Trustees. This is just a sampling of Mr. 
Ferraina’s community based affiliations, and 
indicative of his commitment to serving the 
community. 

Mr. Ferraina has been recognized on many 
occasions for his noble endeavors. In 1998 
and 1999, he received a proclamation from 
New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
for offering BEST PRACTICES, which are out-
standing and innovative school programs. Ac-
tive in a variety of civic and educational orga-
nizations, he was named Principal of the Year 
by the Monmouth County Elementary and Mid-
dle School Administrators Association in 1991. 
Among many other awards and honors, Mr. 
Ferraina has received a Resolution of Appre-
ciation from the City of Long Branch, the Com-
munity Involvement Award from the Knights of 
Pythias, the Community Service Commenda-
tion from the Superior Court of New Jersey, 
and the Humanitarian Award from the NAACP 
of Long Branch. 

Mr. Speaker, it is apparent that Mr. Ferraina 
has and continues to be an asset to his com-
munity for his tireless devotion to educating 
our youth. Accordingly, I ask that my col-
leagues rise up and join me in honoring this 
most respectable man, Mr. Joseph M. 
Ferraina.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in condemning the gross 
injustice being perpetrated upon the greatest 
of American heroes, our disabled veterans. 

Due to an antiquated law, more than 
700,000 disabled veterans had been unable to 
receive both their compensation from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) and their 
military retirement pay. We ended this dis-
graceful treatment for some of our disabled 
veterans with the passage of last year’s De-

fense Authorization Act. Now, veterans with 
disability ratings of 60 percent and higher are 
eligible to receive a special compensation that 
offsets the egregious tax on disabled veterans. 
But thousands more are still waiting for relief. 

Veterans are the only group of federal retir-
ees who face such a punishing offset, levied 
against them simply for being disabled. This 
penalty is simply wrong. The retirees that it af-
fects have already sacrificed too much in serv-
ice to our country to have to forfeit their VA 
compensation. 

H.R. 303, of which I am a proud cosponsor, 
is just the first step. This bipartisan legislation 
would allow retired members of the Armed 
Services with service-connected disabilities to 
collect the full veterans’ disability compensa-
tion to which they are entitled. It guarantees 
that disabled retirees receive a fair benefit 
package, and its overwhelming support, has 
helped bring the issue of concurrent receipt to 
the forefront of our legislative agenda. Yet 
even with 370 cosponsors, the Republican 
leadership refuses to bring the bill to the Floor. 
We have launched a discharge petition to 
force H.R. 303 to be considered, and still they 
block us. There are 203 signatures on the pe-
tition, but the Republican leadership has 
warned its members not to sign on, so it is 
going to be a fight for the last 15 signatures. 
I say to you that this is a fight we must win. 

Now, there is even talk of redefining what 
‘‘disabled veteran’’ means. How dare anyone 
attempt to cheat veterans out of the benefits 
we promised and they rightly earned? It is un-
conscionable that Members of our own body 
are sabotaging attempts to correct an inequity. 
We must resist any move to restrict veterans’ 
access to healthcare and compensation. 

It is reprehensible that a Civil War era law 
is still robbing our veterans of fair compensa-
tion that is rightly theirs, and I call upon my 
colleagues to fight this embarrassing mistake 
and restore to our heroes just a small amount 
of what we owe them.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I continue today to 
bring to our colleagues attention human rights 
abuses in China provided here by the Laogai 
Research Foundation. They tell a desperately 
tragic story of a peoples thrown into harsh and 
brutal labor camps—without trial—who are 
then forced to do dangerous work, are regu-
larly beaten, tortured, deprived of food and 
sleep, or summarily executed with their organs 
removed without the consent of the victims or 
their family. Many of the Chinese govern-
ment’s victims are religious men and women 
who, simply by wishing to follow their con-
science, are considered a danger to the state. 
‘‘IN THEIR OWN WORDS’’ STATEMENTS ON 

FORCED LABOR, ORGAN HARVESTING AND 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN CHINA PROVIDED BY 
LAOGAI RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

The Laogai is an integral part of China’s 
economy, serving as a principal source of 

cheap labor and organs. Its victims suffer 
from torture, arbitrary detainment, forced 
labor, organ harvesting, and execution. 

Human rights groups have documented 
over 1,000 Laogai camps in China and esti-
mate that the Laogai has a population of 4 
to 6 million prisoners. 

The Chinese Communist Party seeks to 
single out and eliminate all who ‘‘endanger 
state security.’’ Thousands of political/reli-
gious prisoners are currently being impris-
oned or otherwise detained, including China 
Democracy Party founders Wang Youcai and 
Qin Yongmin, Internet activists Yang Zili 
and Huang Qi, Tiananmen Square dem-
onstrators, protestants, Catholics, Tibetan 
nuns and monks, journalists, academics, and 
Falun Gong practitioners. 

There is little to deter those who inflict 
torture upon inmates of the Laogai. Confes-
sions extracted through torture are rou-
tinely used to convict individuals in court. 
Forms of torture that are commonly docu-
mented in Chinese prisons include: use of 
electric batons, beating with fists and clubs, 
the use of handcuffs and leg irons in ways 
that cause intense pain, suspension by the 
arms, deprivation of food or sleep and soli-
tary confinement.

According to conservative estimates, over 
200,000 people are serving sentences in reedu-
cation through labor (Laojiao) camps with 
no trial or sentencing procedure of any 
kind—all that is necessary is the directive of 
any official in China’s Public Security Bu-
reau. 

All prisoners are forced to meet production 
quotas that are enforced through with-
holding of food rations. Many camps force 
prisoners to work 16 to 18 hours a day. Pris-
oners often labor in highly unsafe condi-
tions, including work in mines and with 
toxic chemicals. Prisoners do not receive 
payment for their labor or any profit gen-
erated from the products they produce. 

Forced labor is an integral part of China’s 
economy, producing approximately $800 mil-
lion dollars in sales. Despite specific agree-
ments that ban forced labor goods these 
goods continue to flow out of China. Co-
operation by Chinese authorities has been 
characterized by the State Department as 
‘‘sporadic, at best.’’ Most requests to hold an 
investigation are either ignored or denied. 

The Laogai’s victims also suffer organ har-
vesting, and execution. 

Despite the claims that prisoners give con-
sent for the use of their organs for trans-
plant, evidence suggests that an over-
whelming majority of prisoners, or their 
families, never gave consent before execu-
tion. 

Prisoners are shot in the back to preserve 
their corneas and shot in the head in order to 
preserve the heart. 

Recently, China began implementing the 
use of mobile execution vans, similar to vans 
used in Nazi Germany prior to its use of con-
centration camps. The use of mobile execu-
tion vans will allow doctors to remove or-
gans in a timely manner and a clean environ-
ment. 

According to Amnesty International, 
China executes more prisoners every year 
than the rest of the world combined. In 2002, 
the State Department recorded over 4,000 
executions after summary trials. Some 
scholars estimate that as many as 10,000–
20,000 are executed yearly. According to the 
Chinese criminal law code there are over 60 
capital offenses. Prisoners are executed for 
crimes ranging from murder to theft to 
arson to drug trafficking. 
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